The Wincheap Society
Minutes of the Committee Meeting of the Wincheap Society at 7.30 pm on Monday 3rd November 2025, at 53 Wincheap.
Present:
John Osborne,  Guy Matthews, Barney Parsons, Dane Buckman. Simon Houstoun
1. Apologies for absence                                                                                                                                                    
Paul Eason
Roben Franklin has moved away and has resigned as a local councillor A by-election is being held on November 13th.
2. Minutes of the meeting 1st September 2025
These were accepted.
The meeting held on 15th October was not quorate and no formal decisions could be taken.
3. Discussion with Chrisi Hatfield – Protect the Orchards
Chrisi Hatfield, Representing the Protect the Orchards campaign. visited the meeting as a guest of Winsoc. She was able to brief the committee about the progress of the Protect the Orchards campaign which had been set up as a response to the draft local plan revisions. A public meeting had been held  on October the 17th when about 200 people had turned up with substantial press interest. 

One of the main objectives of the meeting. apart from raising awareness of the plans was to get people to contribute to the consultation process. At this meeting, BP spoke about the difficulties of the plan, including access to the site and its effects on the road network of Wincheap. BP also called for a new analysis of the traffic situation from Milton Manor to Wincheap roundabout taking into consideration all the future proposed developments in the local area.

Cllr Dane Buckman was able to explain to the committee quite a lot of detail of the future progress of the  plan, including going from Regulation 18 to 19  and the  draft plan would eventually be considered by the Planning Inspectorate. Regulation 19 would involve a final draft and would be available in the spring. Ownership of and rights of way were discussed. 

It was noted that the time scale to go to planning permission was lengthy and that it could be many years until detailed plans were submitted and approved for the orchards site. In Canterbury development can be very slow – for example the Mountfield site.

A discussion followed about future actions for the Save the Orchards campaign. Currently quite a lot was going on, including a large WhatsApp group with about 200 members. Activities taking place on the orchards, included walks and the  submission of many photographs and memories to the WhatsApp site.

The consensus of the meeting was that the actions should be long term with the  objectives of maintaining awareness of the issues that could affect the orchards in the future years to come. The Society hopes to work with the Save the Orchards campaign and combine WhatsApp contacts and e-mail lists to help promote continuous awareness. It is essential that the community voice is heard. Activities were discussed such as picnics, litter picks and exhibitions.

Winsoc thanks Chrisi for coming to the meeting and hopes to work with her and the Steering Group in the future.

4. Thanington Rec
Winsoc welcomed the decision to remove development of the Rec from the Draft  Local Plan – a positive victory for local activism. It will be interesting to see the knock on effect on the 4th slip designs.

5. ESSO Garage illuminated advertising display CA/24/02290
The committee welcomed the decision of the Planning Inspectorate to reject the plans. SH has circulated the Planning Inspectorate report,

6. 29 Wincheap CA/25/01889. CA/25/01890
Planning Permission has been sought to reverse the ripping out of the shopfront of this Grade 2 listed building, replacing the Aluminium materials used with wood. There is concern that the structure of the building has been compromised and that the design does not return the building to its previous state. DB said that the Planning permission would be called in. Several comments have been placed on CCC's website.

7. Christmas Window Display 2025
This would go ahead as usual. BP would order the trophy. All committee members would be able to  nominate  their favourite displays as last year. JO to provide flyers and prizes as usual.

8. AOB 
Local Government Reorganisation
BP circulated a paper by Dave Wilson about local government reorganisation. It was noted that the plans promoted by KCC were remarkably different from that of the  National Government which will probably see  3 or 4 local unitary councils. KCC are looking to try and have just one unitary council for the whole of Kent and Medway. This subject will become increasingly important in 2026.
Fly tipping 
Fly tipping was noted in Valley Road and at the depositories close to Morrisons
Flooding
It was noted that there had been flooding in some shops Wincheap due to camber issues

9. Date and time of next meeting 
Monday  8th December at  730pm at 53 Wincheap. 

